
Unit 10, Session 1 

Israel Demanded a King (1 Samuel 8–10) 

 
Dear families, 

 

It can happen to any of us: We look at our circumstances, forecast a coming trial or opportunity, 

and act accordingly—only to find out that the situation doesn’t play out quite like we expected. 

This is precisely what happened in 1 Samuel 8–10. The people of Israel, while assessing their 

circumstances, discerned that Samuel’s days were numbered. They recognized that his sons, 

Joel and Abijah, had turned to dishonesty and against the ways of their father. So, they 

predicted that they would soon have no one to lead them and that something must be done. 

The elders of Israel believed they knew what was best and demanded that Samuel appoint a 

new king who would lead them “the same as all the other nations” (1 Sam 8:5). 

We can do the same. With the best of intentions, we can hastily seek what we believe is best 

without consideration of the Lord’s plans, desires, or wisdom. This may happen in search of a 

new job, in response to conflict, in making family decisions, or even in determining how to best 

minister to people in our church or community.  

How do we know that our decisions, desires, and actions align with what God wants? Be 

encouraged to do three things as you seek the Lord’s wisdom in these moments of decision: 

Pray, read God’s Word, and seek counsel. 



When we pray, we humble ourselves before the Almighty God and submit our desires to Him. 

When we read God’s Word, we discover His desires, plans, and will in the most clearly revealed 

way so that we might walk in them. And when we seek counsel, we open ourselves to the 

community of believers to be shaped, formed, sharpened, and corrected. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 remind us, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 

understanding; in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight.”  

Taking the time to pray, read the Bible, and seek the counsel of brothers and sisters in Christ is 

an act of refusal to rely on our own understanding, instead submitting ourselves to God’s 

authority and ensuring that we don’t get ahead of Him. 

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family 

worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family 

activities. 

 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 

 

CHRIST CONNECTION 

This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

 

● Babies & Toddlers: God sent His Son, Jesus, to be king over the world. 

● Younger Preschool: God gave the Israelites a king, but He had a plan to send His Son, 

Jesus, to be king over the whole world. Jesus would be the perfect King. 

● Older Preschool: The Israelites did not trust God. They wanted a king. God gave the 

Israelites a king, but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be king over the whole 

world. Jesus would be the perfect King. Jesus would bring peace and save people from 

sin. 

● Kids: God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust 

God’s plan. They wanted a king like the nations around them. God had a better plan: to 

eventually send His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect King forever. 

 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER 

This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.  

 

● Younger Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy. 

● Older Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy. 

● Kids: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy, sin has broken our 

relationship with God. 

 

KEY PASSAGE 

This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.  

 

• Babies & Toddlers: My eyes have seen the Lord. Isaiah 6:5  



• Younger Preschool: My eyes have seen the Lord. Isaiah 6:5 

• Older Preschool: I said: Woe is me ... because I am a man of unclean lips ... and ... my 

eyes have seen the ... LORD. Isaiah 6:5 

• Kids: Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips and 

live among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the 

LORD of Armies. Isaiah 6:5 

 

** Next week: God Made Saul King (1 Samuel 11) 
 

 


