Unit 15, Session 3
God’s People Were Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)

Dear families,

Throughout 2 Chronicles 36, it is easy to see that God is the one who raises up and removes
kings and rulers and all who are in authority. But this reality can sometimes shake us in
profound ways. It may cause us to ask why. This question is fair considering that we often see
rulers who don’t love God making decisions that display their lack of belief in God, and it is hard
to imagine that God is the One who placed them in leadership.

Why would God allow bad leaders to be in charge? This is a tough question, but Scripture
speaks to it in several ways. For one, Romans 13:1-2 remind us to submit to those in authority
since they are instituted by God himself. Therefore, to resist authority is to oppose the
commands of God, so long as the authority doesn’t demand disobedience to God.

Another place we see this principle play out in Scripture is with Daniel. We find Daniel rebelling
against the king’s demand to worship something other than God. But we also find Daniel willfully
subjecting himself to the king’s leadership in other circumstances that do not demand his
disobedience. Further, we find Daniel actually praying to God and confessing that He is the One
who changes brings about the rise and fall of leaders.

Daniel 2:21 says, “He changes the times and seasons; he removes kings and establishes kings.
He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.”



The Bible teaches us that God stands sovereign over all things, even the rise and fall of leaders.
That includes the most godly of leaders and even those that are most opposed to the things of
God. The Lord, in His good purposes may be seeking to wake us up, bring consequence, or
refine His people, but His purposes are always good.

God is always working in all times and seasons. And though we may wonder about His
purposes in certain circumstances, we can trust that they are always ultimately for His glory and
our good, even when that is hard to understand or believe.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

e Babies & Toddlers: Jesus took the punishment for our wrong choices.

e Younger Preschool: God was right to punish His people because they sinned. Many
years later, God sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus took the punishment for our sin.

e Older Preschool: God was right to punish His people because they sinned. But God still
loved them, and He was going to give His people a good king, just like He said He
would. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus took
the punishment we should get for our sin.

¢ Kids: God was right to punish His people for their sin, but He kept His promise to
provide a king through David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin through His Son,
Jesus, and made Him our King forever.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

e Younger Preschool: What makes people special? People are special because God
made us.

e Older Preschool: What makes people special? People are special because God made
us in His own image.

¢ Kids: What makes people special? People are special because we are made in God’s
image, as male and female, to know Him.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

e Babies & Toddlers: God made me. Psalm 139:14



e Younger Preschool: | will praise God because He made me. Psalm 139:14

o Older Preschool: | will praise you because | have been remarkably and wondrously
made. Your works are wondrous, and | know this very well. Psalm 139:14

o Kids: For it was you who created my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb. | will praise you because | have been remarkably and wondrously made. Your
works are wondrous, and | know this very well. Psalm 139:13-14

** Next week: Every Person Matters (Psalm 139)



