Unit 19, Session 2
Jesus Was Dedicated (Matthew 2; Luke 2)

Dear families,

As the narrative of Jesus’ early days on earth unfolded, several unique people are introduced
who teach us lessons about our own journey. We find the wise men who sought Jesus with
persistence, Herod whose power was threatened by this newborn King, and others such as
Simeon and Anna—both who demonstrated a remarkable devotion to the Lord.

In Luke 2, Simeon and Anna are described as people who are deeply committed, faithful, and
devout followers of God. Simeon is described as one who was old in years—near death—and
desperately waiting for the Messiah to come. So, you can imagine the significance of that
moment as Simeon saw the Christ child and rejoiced.

Anna, also old in years, had been faithfully worshiping God through fasting and prayer in the
temple for 84 years. It is easy to imagine the joy she had upon seeing Jesus in the temple and
her eager desire to tell everyone about this glorious child.

Both Simeon and Anna came upon the incredible blessing of seeing, celebrating, and
worshiping Jesus because of their faithfulness to the Lord. Both were in the place the Lord
wanted them to be, faithful to God over the years, and daily looking for the Lord in everything
they did.



Imagine if your daily decisions were influenced by similar factors. You were deeply committed to
being in the places God wanted you to be, you were seeking to be faithful over the decades,
and in all that you did you were pursuing what the Lord might have for you. What would have to
change in your life, in your motivations, and in your decisions to make this true of you? In what
ways would you see and experience the blessings of God’s good gifts even more?

Faithfulness like that of Simeon and Anna doesn’t earn any additional degree of salvation before
God. But it can produce more opportunities to see the work of God in your life, even if it's only
because you're more attuned. What a blessing that would be for each of us as well.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

« Babies & Toddlers: We can tell others the good news about Jesus.

« Younger Preschool: We can trust Jesus to save us from our sins, and we can tell
others about Jesus.

« Older Preschool: God had promised His people that a Savior was coming. When
Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they knew He was the Savior. Jesus came to save people
from sin. We can trust Jesus to save us from our sins; and like Simeon and Anna, we get
to tell others the good news.

« Kids: Throughout the Old Testament, God promised the arrival of a King who would
redeem people. When Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised
Messiah, God’s own Son. We can trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and
Anna, we should share the good news.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

e Younger Preschool: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose
from the dead.

e Older Preschool: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from
the dead.

e Kids: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross, and
rose from the dead.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

o Babies & Toddlers: Jesus takes away the sin of the world. John 1:29



e Younger Preschool: Jesus takes away the sin of the world. John 1:29

e Older Preschool: John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29

e Kids: John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!” John 1:29

** Next week: Jesus Was Baptized (Matthew 3; Mark 1)



