Unit 21, Session 2
People Were Amazed by Jesus (Luke 4)

Dear families,

“l stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene, and wonder how he could love me, a
sinner, condemned, unclean.” These words from Charles Hutchinson Gabriel’s classic hymn
“My Savior’s Love” have been sung and treasured for more than a century. When Gabriel first
released this song in a 1905 hymnbook, it served as a reminder to the church of the deep love
of God, His work through Christ, His presence in all circumstances, and their cause for
celebration and amazement.

In all the rich truths of the five stanzas of this great hymn, the first line may be most striking: “I
stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene.” Why? Because it reminds us of the
unfathomable reality that we are able to stand in the presence of God by no other means than
God’s gracious work through Jesus. Paul reinforced this idea in his Acts 17 address at the
Areopagus: “For in him we live and move and have our being, as even some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we are also his offspring.” (Acts 17:28)

What causes you amazement? What brings a sense of awe? Are you guilty of being captivated
by a sunset but being indifferent to the Savior? Are you left breathless by the miracle of new life,
only to be largely unaware of the miracle of sustained life?



We rightly experience moments of wonder as we witness some of the incredible ways that God
works in our lives; however, we often miss the everyday opportunities for amazement of the
same degree.

This week, set your mind to remember that gift of God’s grace found in being able to stand in
the presence of God because of the work of Christ applied to you. Take time to remember the
gracious gift of God’s sustaining power in your life—keeping breath in your lungs, relationships
in your life, and function to every other part of your being. Stand amazed in the presence of
Jesus, who sustains your very life and has cast such incredible love on an undeserving sinner.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

« Babies & Toddlers: Jesus’ miracles helped people and showed that He is God’s Son.

« Younger Preschool: Jesus’ miracles helped people and showed that He is the Son of
God.

« Older Preschool: Jesus cares about people. Jesus’ miracles helped people and
showed that He is the Son of God. Through Jesus, God does for us what we cannot do
for ourselves. He provides forgiveness and life with God forever.

« Kids: Jesus’ miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. His miracles
strengthened people’s faith and met their needs. Through Jesus, God did what is
impossible for us to do on our own. He provided forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Younger Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
Older Preschool: How can we be saved? We are only saved by trusting in Jesus.
Kids: How can we be saved? We are only saved through faith in Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

« Babies & Toddlers: Believe in God. Hebrews 11:6

e« Younger Preschool: Believe in God. Hebrews 11:6

e Older Preschool: Without faith it is impossible to please God. Hebrews 11:6

« Kids: Now without faith it is impossible to please God, since the one who draws near to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. Hebrews 11:6



** Next week: Peter Worshiped Jesus (Luke 5)



