Unit 9, Session 1
The People Kept Sinning (Judges 2)

Dear families,

In the Book of Judges, we see a cycle of sin, oppression, repentance, rescue, obedience, and
then back to sin. The condition of man's heart when left to himself will "do what is right in his
own eyes" (Judges 21:25). Our own hearts lead us to sinful behavior that leads to enslavement
to sin. Judges reveals who we are apart from God's grace.

The Book of Judges also uncovers what God is like. He is rich in love and quick to restore those
who turn to Him. He is gracious; every time the people of Israel repented and turned from their
sins, He sent deliverance. He restored Israel from the edge of destruction. God also revealed
Himself as able to save no matter how difficult or deep the captivity. In fact, we see God's mercy
clearly when He sent the judge Samson when the people didn't even ask for deliverance. In
these warrior-deliver stories, God showed that what His people really needed was a king— not
just any king but a perfect king who would rule His people with perfect justice and mercy.

It is easy for us as modern readers to judge the people of Israel harshly. How could they turn
away from a God who delivered them from their enemies over and over again? But how easy is
it for us to be tempted away from love for God and love created things more than the Creator?

What gives us hope and comfort is that in a world where it feels like there is chaos all around
us, we know that God in His mercy is a God who rescues. He didn't send a flawed warrior to



deliver us from the effects of our sin temporarily. He sent His only Son to defeat sin and death
and restore the relationship that sinners could never fix on their own.

Today as you prepare to teach, rest in the knowledge that God has gone before you. Prepare
your heart to point kids to Jesus over and over as the true Deliverer and the true peace for
which their hearts desperately long.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

Babies & Toddlers: Jesus rescues us from sin and changes our hearts.
Younger Preschool: God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin and change our
hearts to want to obey Him.

e Older Preschool: After God’s people sinned, the judges helped God’s people obey God
again. But the judges could not change the people’s hearts and make them love God.
God had a plan. He sent His Son, Jesus, to change His people’s hearts and save them
from sin forever.

e Kids: The judges saved the people from the consequences of their sin, but not the
cause of it. God’s plan was to one day send a true Deliverer—Jesus, His own Son—to
be the King of His people. Jesus saves people from sin forever.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

e Younger Preschool: What is the punishment for sin? The punishment for sin is
separation from God.
Older Preschool: What is the punishment for sin? The punishment for sin is death.
Kids: What is the fair payment for sin? The fair payment for sin is death.

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Babies & Toddlers: God gives life forever. Romans 6:23
Younger Preschool: God gives life forever. Romans 6:23
Older Preschool: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23

e Kids: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Romans 6:23



** Next week: God Used Samson (Judges 13-16)



